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MAP DESIGN GUIDE
Maps are important tools for geographers.  They tell us where things are located, how to get to and from places, as well as a variety of topographical features such as the location of mountains, forests, rivers, and lakes.  Thus it is important to make sure that our maps are complete.   All maps should have six main components.  These include:

1. Your name – bottom RIGHT hand corner

2. Title – identifies the area shown on the map and states the topic, purpose, or focus of the map.

3. Legend – explains meaning of the symbols and colours

4. Scale - allows reader to measure distance between points and/or to calculate area

5. Date of publication – indicates when information was gathered

6. Direction – compass rose or latitude / longitude lines
Additional hints:
· Use of colour:  use blue only to indicate water and NOT LAND.

· When writing on a map, print instead of cursive writing

· Be neat

· If necessary, use an atlas to clarify boundaries, don’t guess

