8th Fire – Whose Land is it Anyway? (Episode 3)

Overview

Land claims and treaties for Aboriginal peoples

have been contentious and varied issues across

the country. In many geographic areas, the land

has vast earning potential. In some cases, others

have accessed that earning potential before the

local First Nations were able to do so. This

episode helps students to understand some of the

concerns about Aboriginal land use, and to see

some ways that First Nations have achieved

some economic prosperity through the use of

their land. It also shows the bleakest possible

picture of what can happen when an Aboriginal

community – Attawapiskat – is not able to profit

from its land. The main elements to focus on for

this episode are: the benefits and drawbacks of compromise, making agreements in good faith, and a

relationship with the land.

Please note: In this episode, there are images of violence and protest, and very disturbing images of the

living conditions in Attawapiskat. Students who have experienced loss may have difficulty hearing about

the death of Shannon Koostachin, a young woman from Attawapiskat.
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Critical Thinking Challenges

1. What is the definition of compromise? Think about situations in which compromise can be positive.

Are there ways in which compromise can also be negative?

2. What is the definition of consensus? How is consensus different than compromise?

Answer the following questions while watching the documentary.
1. The first story of economic prosperity in this episode focuses on the Osoyoos Indian Band. 
Why is this band performing statistically better than many others? 
What does Chief Clarence Louie say about their success? 
What challenges have they faced regarding land claims and land use? 
Why do they choose not to develop all of their land?

2. Nk’mip Cellars is a joint venture between the Osoyoos Indian Band and an outside group. 
Why have they decided to partner with others in this venture? 
Discuss the importance that the geography of the land has on the successes of this band.

3. The second story of economic prosperity focuses on the James Bay Cree. 
Describe the James Bay Agreement. 
Why is this agreement so unique?

4. The James Bay Agreement involved compromise on the parts of the Canadian Government and the James Bay Cree. 
What did the James Bay Cree agree to give up? What did they gain by making this agreement?

5. The protests held before the 1975 James Bay Agreement stopped a $17 billion contract. 
What do you think this accomplished for the morale of the people? 
What challenges do they still face today? 
What issues are different for them than many other First Nations?

6. The Innu refused to negotiate at the time of the James Bay Agreement. They live on James Bay Cree land, but lack the development potential that the James Bay Cree were able to access as a result of the agreement. 
How do you think they feel seeing the prosperity of the James Bay Cree?

7. In 1976, Manitoba Hydro diverged the Churchill River. 
How did this impact the Nisichawayashik Cree Nation? 
Why do you think there was no consultation with the local First Nations before action of Manitoba Hydro? 
Because there was no consultation, the Nisichawayashik Cree Nation fought back. What did they achieve? 
How was the situation different in 2006?

8. Describe the situation in Attawapiskat. 
What did Charlie Angus, the Minister of Parliament for the Timmins-James Bay constituency, say about the situation in Attawapiskat?
 The situation was described as “4th World” — what does this mean?

9. Discuss the agreement made between the First Nation in Attawapiskat and De Beers. 
Do you think the agreement was in the interest of the local First Nation? Why or why not?

10. Describe the education system in Attawapiskat. 
What did Shannon Koostachin do to try to fight for better schools? 
How have her life and death inspired people in Attawapiskat to keep fighting?
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